Bivens in this volume. 4 One German politician suggested: "We might be the first country which has, by unifying, created two peoples."
5 Or, as one joke from 1990 had it: the East German says to the West German, "Wir sind ein Volk" (We are one people). The West German replies, "Wir auch" (We too).
6 Lest one think this problem would disappear over time, surveys conducted in 2010 by Stern for the twentieth anniversary of reunification found that under half (48 percent) of all Germans thought West and East Germans had grown together as a people and only 25 percent of former East Germans felt they were part of a united people.
7
The problems-both real and perceived-faced by the Easterners have produced, at least in a certain segment of the population, Ostalgie: nostalgia for some elements from the GDR. This is not the same as legitimate grievances against contemporary economic or social problems since Ostalgie makes explicit comparisons with how life was (or how it was imagined to be) in the GDR and uses the GDR as a positive reference point. Ostalgie may or may not have real political importance. For example, some phenomena often classified as Ostalgie, such as participation in online "Ossi-Quizzes" or quests to find or reproduce East German products such as the traffic-light Ampelmännchen or the rattling two-cylinder Trabant, can be entirely nostalgic (if not kitschy) without making broader social or political commentary.
8 Some, such as a planned (but never built) theme park dedicated to East Germany or a Stasi-themed restaurant in East Berlin, are of more questionable taste. Others, such as voting for the Left (Die Linke) Party, the successor to the communist party of the GDR, may have more political import.
The impact of Ostalgie, however, remains an open question, and 20 years after reunification one might wonder if it remains a persistent and relevant phenomenon. This chapter does not examine the well-trod ground of cultural and literary depictions of Ostalgie in the 1990s and early 2000s-for example, Jana Hensel's memoir Zonenkinder (2002) or films such as Sonnenallee (1999) and Goodbye Lenin! (2003) 9 -but is instead focused on measuring the strength of Ostalgie over time and assessing its political relevance. While finding evidence that Ostalgie is still felt by many former East Germans, it appears to be less prevalent among younger people, and there is little evidence to suggest it has significant political importance.
Bases for Ostalgie
Before jumping ahead, it would be useful to explore briefly some of the reasons that Ostalgie might manifest itself in contemporary Germany. One reason might be that Easterners and Westerners were (and are) 
